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Dear DC Public School (DCPS) Partners,

As the calendar year nears its end, we want to thank you for your work and the many opportunities you have
provided our schools and students. In this month’s newsletter, please find important updates about Summer 2025
building use policies as well as information about our upcoming Policy Palooza training.

Please reach out if you have any questions!
With gratitude,
DCPS Partnerships Team

DCPS.Partnerships@k12.dc.gov

Upcoming Dates

Dec 23-Jan 1: No school for students and teachers
Jan 17: No school for students
Jan 20: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: DCPS Closed
Jan 22: DCPS Policy Palooza
Jan 27: No school for students

Save the Date! Winter 2025 Policy Palooza: January
22 at 12 p.m.

Please save the date for the DCPS Partnerships Team’s bi-annual (virtual) Policy Palooza on January 22,
2025, at 12 p.m. This is an opportunity to learn about important policies and procedures that all DCPS School
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Program Providers must follow to partner with our district. This event is critical for new partners, but we

strongly encourage all organizations to attend!

We will share information on the following policies and requirements:

* Partnership Agreements with DCPS

e Building Use Policies

e DCPS Clearance Process

* Incident Reporting/Management

e OSSE’s Childcare Licensure Process

Click Here to Register!

DCPS Summer 2025 Building Use Preview

Detailed procedures for using a DCPS building over the summer will be shared in the new year. In the meantime,
please note these updates and reminders:

e All programming must operate between June 30, 2025, and August 1, 2025. All DCPS buildings will be
closed on July 4th.

e Building Use Agreements (BUAs) are required for any organization wanting to run summer programming in a
DCPS building. Summer BUAs are typically due to the Department of General Services (DGS) in early-Spring.

* We encourage organizations to begin conversations with principals at potential host sites early to ensure
enough time to complete the BUA process and other required steps.

Please be on the lookout for more details and step-by-step instructions from the DCPS Partnerships Team.

If you are interested in working with DCPS to provide afternoon enrichment programming as part of DCPS'
elementary summer school (grades K-5), please reach out to Devin Smith (devin.smith@k12.dc.gov) for more
details. Please note that DCPS will not provide funding for summer enrichment programming.

Reminder: DC Language Access Act Requirements

DCPS is committed to serving students and families from diverse languages and backgrounds and strives to give
families information in a language they understand to ensure equitable access to programs.

Any organization that receives District funding is required to comply with the DC Language Access Act.

The DC Language Access Act requires written translations of vital documents into any non-English language
spoken by at least 3% of the population. Vital documents are generally defined as applications, notices,
complaint forms, legal contracts, outreach materials and more.
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If you have questions about the translation requirements for any school(s) you serve, please email us at
DCPS.Partnerships@k12.dc.gov . You can also visit the DCPS Partnerships website for resources and best
practices from the DCPS Language Acquisition Division.

Learn24 Listening Sessions for Fiscal Year 2027
Grant Cycle
Dr. Shontia Lowe (Executive Director of the Deputy Mayor for Education’s Out-of-School Time Office), is hosting

a series of listening sessions on the Learn24 grant application process (content and experience), in anticipation
of the Fiscal Year 2027 new grant cycle. Please see the dates and topics below:

* Monday, January 27, 2025 (11:00 AM) - Grant application questions and length

e Monday, February 24,2025 (11:00 AM) - Grant application evaluation metrics

e Monday, March 31,2025 (11:00 AM) - Grant application evaluation rubric

* Monday, April 28, 2025 (11:00 AM) - OST grant competitions delineation (comprehensive OST programs,
and enrichment programs) - how should they “compete™?

e Monday, May 19, 2025 (11:00 AM) - New grant competitions - which types should take priority based on what
you are seeing on the ground?

Participation in the listening sessions is optional for OST grantees. If you're interested in joining a session,
please email Grace Reeder at grace.reeder1@dc.gov .

Upcoming Learn24 Professional Development
Opportunities

The Deputy Mayor for Education’s Office of Out of School Time Grants and Youth Outcomes (OST Office)

provides quality training to all adults working with youth in out-of-school-time programs through its Institute for
Youth Development.

Register to attend one of these workshops today! Space is limited.

e January 9 (10:00 AM): Gender: Engaging Girls
e January 14 (11:00 AM): Gender: Healthy Masculinity
e January 16 (10:00 AM): Cultural Assumptions from Adultism to Caring

Manage Opt Out

online
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